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FOREWORD 

This book, Sri Paramahamsah, is a product of deep devotion, vast 
erudition, and rare poetic talent It is a unique book in Sanskrit on the life 
and message of Sri Ramaknshna (1836 - 1886), the great saint of Bengal, 
who is now adored by millions as the Prophet of the Modern Age. 

Sanskrit is perhaps the only ancient language surviving to this 
day without losing its vitality and versatility To write m Sanskrit an 
epic in the classical style on the life and teachings of a modern saint is 
admittedly a very difficult task. But, this is precisely what Prof V.A. 
Sarma has accomplished in the present work A retired professor of 
Sanskrit at Sri Venkateswara University, Tirupati, he is eminently 
qualified to undertake this work. 

Sri Ramaknshna' s life has a universal dimension which appeals 
to all people, young and old, rich and poor, ignorant and learned, all 
over the world irrespective of the distinctions of race, religion or culture. 
He came with a new message for mankind. God realization as the goal 
of life, potential divinity of the soul, harmony of religions, service of 
God m man, and other teachings of his have inspired countless numbers 
of people Sri Ramaknshna' s message which aims at the development 
of all that is best m the human soul, is most needed now as humanity is 
stepping into the Third Millennium. 

The present book gives an admirable survey of the various 
incidents m Sn Ramaknshna's life such as his childhood pranks, 
unprecedented spiritual practices at Dakshineswar, spiritual experiences, 
meeting famous people, pilgrimages, training of disciples, and final 
illness. In the narration of the events, the author has avoided 
mythological assumptions and exaggerations. The book is the 
outpouring of a devout heart, tempered by skill and erudition. Felicitous 
expressions and alliterations abound all through the book. The basic 
teachings of the Mastei, including some of the well-known parables, 
have been woven into the fabric of the narrative. 

This is an ideal book for teaching Sanskrit to present day youths. 
It is meant not only to be read but also to be recited and sung. It deserves 



to be piescubcd as a textbook for advanced courses in Sanskrit in our 
colleges and Sansknt institutions 1 congratulate the author on his 
lendenng a great service to devotees and scholars alike, and wish him 
success in all his noble undertakings of this kind 

Let me conclude this foreword with the verse composed by 
Swami Vivekananda, as a tiibute to Sri Rainaknshna, which is sung 
along with other hymns in all om Ashramas, in India and abroad, during 

evening Atatnkam 

Sthapakaya ca dhaimasya sarvadharmasvarupme', 
Avafaiavansthaya ramakrsriaya te namah --- 

-'I salute Sri Ramaknshna who came to establish dhrama (not 
any particular dharma, sect, or sampradaya in his own name), but the 
embodiment of all dharmas, and the supreme divine incarnation.' 

BelurMath Swami Ranganathananda 

1 October 1999 President 

Ramaknshna Math and 
Ramakrishna Mission 
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Just as Saty<- vati's son alone is nopularly^known as Vyasa, 
Gautama Buddha at the Buddlia, Sn Raj-ia Krishna is familiar as the 
Paramahamsa 

Even m ray childhood I used to feel excited at the very thought 
of Sri Rama Krishna Paramahamsa for reasons unknown Such is the 
magnetism of his unique personality which has revolutionized man's 
spiritual life and Sadhana Having reached dizzy heights of mystic 
experiences he was very neai and accessible to the common man and 
average aspiiant, with his message of Pantapa (intensive longing) foi 
God and toleration of which his life itself is an experiment and example, 
inspiring us even to this day Blessed indeed are those who are dead 
but not gone' 

I have therefore chosen to express in my own humble way my 
adoration to this spiritual giant of our age in the form of this poetical 
work in Sanskrit "Sri Paramahamsah" with a desne to realize myself 
For self-expression characterizes Self-realization, too A temple of Sn 
Ramaknshna in Tirupati came up by the time this work was completed 
A pleasant coincidence it is, personally foi me 

Sanskrit, apart from being the language of my profession of 
teaching, is a medium no less popular than any other language, and 
hence this work of mine is not any more difficult to follow and 
appreciate than any vernacular classic usually replete with Sanskrit 
Poetic idiom as such, irrespective of language can be appreciated by 

IV 



all Languages aie only its outei vestments (cf Poetic Idiom (16) from 
my "Flames of Camphor" to be published) 

This poem is in accordance with the Kavya rules about Rasa, 
etc Vn a, Adbhuta and Sanfc re rasas here, Bhakti pervading in Saban 
saparya and stotras like Saha- anaina on Para Binhman based t 7 Srufis 
and harmonious with the saints comprehensive concept of theAl .ohite 
with Its mrguna and saguna, static and dynamic aspects The pla^ and 
stotras also symbolise his srnpathy for those who fall a piey to the 
senses on the one hand, and 1 .>fc uncompiormsmg standards of discipline 
and austerity on the other, <-* d are thus organs and integiai in ihis 
epic Balyalila reflects hov ine-tuned and aer'heltcally =trceptible 
his rnmd was even at such a leverage The simiks used ir. t "- it'<u.,h i n' s s 
reveal in him a poet of high rider and rare insist His lift <*M- f is a 
great poem more poetic th^i the best poetiy ever conceiv ' ' >t in 
addition to my new definitiun of poetry and figures of speaJt f have 
described some of his similes m the section "Upama 
Ramakrishnasya" in the gr ->mic, epigiammat). Subhashita-style It 
is these features that make th work different trci \ a routine biography 

Like Bhakti, Karma . \d Jnana, Poetir .ctivity is a path to 
beatitude Any artistic efioi t f that matter ! \n> & optimum fulfilment 
and gains respectable fame ^ % en directed towa: "3 the Most High 

The narrative part is based on Swamy > .irentanananda's Sri 
Ramakiishna Jivita Chaiitra m Tehigu For hi md permission and 
thankful to him, Swamy Para. "'irlhonamk. Pies . nt, Sn Ramakrishna 
Math, Hyderabad, and the T _J > Rrupati for ^ nag this publication 
materialise 



-Author 
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I permit you to render my Sri Ramakrishna Jivita 
Chaiitra in Sanskrit I pray wholeheartedly that Sri 
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa Deva gives you enough 
stamina and ability in this sacred task of yours Jai 
gurudeva 

With best wishes 

Chimntanananda Swamy 

Narasapxuam, WG Dist 
dt 22-2-70 
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